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The Minett Varnish Kiln o
(Hinett and Company)

Delawanna Avenue

Clifton, Passaic County, New Jersey

Owner: Charles 8, Morris
Date of Erection: 1855
Architect: TUnknown

Bullders: (Original owners) Joseph Mlnett and Francils
Se Wynkoop

Present Conditions: Abandoned and in some decay

Matcriala of Constructlon:
Exterior walls and roof - brick dome
stuccoed outslde
Interior walls - brick
Chimney « brick, bullt in center of
dome

Historical Data:

This kiln, unlgque jin our survey, a masslve
seven~part oven or furnace, w as erected 1853 by
business of manufacturing varnish, The plant is
conatruc ted of brick and 1s situated in that section
of Clifton which is also lnown as Delawannna, The
large brilck chirney runnlng up through the center of
the kiln no longer serves its purpose, but its cendl-
tion blackened by smoke and heat, and the appesrance
of the lower portlon of the structure, ls an indlca-
tion of the amount of business which tock place after
1ts erection,.

Notes on Varnish: There are two types of varnishes
manufactured, one quite a disti¥ineh industry from the
other. One is splrit varnish; the other is lmown as
the oil varnish, The latter type was made In the kiln
in Clifton.
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In making oil varnish it 1s necessary
to have a plant well constructed with chimneys,
fireplaces and large kettles, It is also necessary
that a men stand over each kettle to attend to the
melting of material and remove it to large tanks to
sottle. The rooms or compartments of the kiln in
which these men work are generally referred to as
the "mixing room" and "melting room",

HEowever, in the manufacture of Splirit
Varnlish, fewer hands are cmployed to take the
alcohol and shellsc, put them into a ehurn and set
the machinery going, In America, all fine pileces
of farniture are finished in oil varnish, becouse
of the high polish and durasbility of the finish,
The principle constltuents of oll varnishes are
resins and drying oils; spirit varnishes are solu~-
tions of resins in alcohol,

In the dryling of varnishes, heat is
applied in a closed compartment (fitted with a fume
escape such &8s a large chimmey) to expel the vehicle
and then fuse the residue which then resembles sheet
glass In 1ts uniformity smoothness and lustre, The
stoving operation is "Japanning" and the operative
is a "Japanner", Both o0il and spirit varnish are
used In Japanning and it is probable that Minett and
Wynkoop, manufactured splirit varnish on 2 small scale
which they used in making Japans in this kiln, An
advertising pamphlet of 1896 or later, igsued by the
Minett Varnish Company, 60 Pearl Street, New York
City, the works belng at Delawanna, New Jersey,
successors to Minett and Wynkoop, "Established 1844,
offered eight kinds of Raking Japans, two of Alr-
Drying Black, and five of Baking Varnish.s#

It is certain that the use of varnish

dates back meny years, In the librery of 3t. Marco,
Venice, there exists a treatise by Marclan, dating

#Data from original pamphlet
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from the year 1520 which contains a certain number
of formulse for making varnishe In 1350 the follow-
ing method was made known by one Alcherius, "In
order to make good varnlsh take an aromatic resin
the fracture of which is c¢lean and brilliant, place
it In a vase upon vwhieh thou shalt place another
vage cemented on to the first; the bottom thereof
is perforated; place upon the fire tilll melted and
take two parts of llnseed, hempseed or sweet oil
which thou placest on the fire; put on the gum,
blow up the fire and boll for one hour, taking care
that the flame does not touch the liquld, then
remove it from the fire and pour oif Into a clean
vase, and when thou deslrest to coat a painting(
take some on thy finger as 1f thou uset a brush®.

At the Metropolltan Museum in New York
there are to be seen articles coated wilth Egyptian
varnish whilch has been applled with a knife; and
considerable astonishment has been awakened by the

- fact that thls varnish does not present any traces

of cracklng. However, varnish can be traced to a
period of stlll greater antigqulty. According to
Pliny, who is the most ancient writer on this
subject, the painter Appellus, who lived 350 years
before Chris t, used to apply to his paintings a
product of his own composition, which not only
protected but at the same time Imparted a lustrous
appearance to them =- both characteristics peculiar
to varnishi{a),

The hlatory of the Minett Varnlsh Company
tract oy successlve transfers as found on record
follows: DBy hils will dated 11 March 1846 and proved
17 July next Henry I. Speer of Aquackononk, Passaic
County, devised his homestead farm to his son Hurnet
now residing thereon, giving the "old" homestead to
his son Henry, and s house anda lot to hils daughter
Nelly, hls executors to sell any or all of hls land
for the hesat advantage of his helrs. Accordingly,
by deed of 8 April 1853, the executors sold the

{a) Ch, Coffegner, Varnishes, Thelr Chemistry and
HManufacture, NeYsCes 1923, ppe 1 etc. TG« MoIntosh,
Manufacture of Varnish, London 1911, Prefsce.
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homestead farm, now a thirty-eight acre tract of
land having some 450 feet frontage on Passaic Rlver,
to Joseph Minett and ¥rancis 3. Wynkoop. As
partners, these grantees had formed HMinett and
Company in 1844 and they erected on thls tract the
klin here considered, evidently in 1853,

, Josephh Minett was a resident of Hudson
County, his will is dated April 18, 1853 just ten
days after he and Wynkoop purchased the Speer
propertys. He devised legacies to brobthers Frederick
Aes Minett of London, Julius Minett of Louisville and
others and the residue of his property "all of which
residue Is now in use In the business of Minett and
Company" to his brother Julius, Joseph H. Coxe and
partner Francils S. Wynkoop. The will and codicil
wers probated in Hudson County on October 21, 1853,
A certified copy of same wga flled in Pawsale County
on June 20, 1896,

Francis 8, Wynkoop continued In the business
of menufacturing wvarnish until 1 Mareh 1869, on which
date he sold the $.26 acre "factory lot" and right of
way to Augustus W. Reynolds of New York for twenty=-
seven thousand aollarss The kiln ia now located on
a tract of land nine acres and twenty-six hundredths
of an acre in size, and includes a right of way fifteen
feet In width and nine hundred and fifty-~four feet
long, leading from the factory or kiln out into River
Road,

On June 6, 1896 a certiflcate of incorpora=
tlon was made under the name of "Hinett Varnish
Company" by Alfred E. Enight of Brooklyn, James F.
McBridge of Aquackononk and William B, Jandon of New
York. By deed of I& June next, the corporation bought
the property from the helrs of Augustus Reynolds,
the latter having died in Kingston, Ulater County,

New York sometime prior,

In 1903 the Minett Varnish Company, now a
corporation of the State of New Jersey, ceased
manufacturing varnish because of financial difficulties,
and on October 12, 1903, the 9,26 acre factory lot was
purchased by Frederick A. Booth, a credlitor. Three
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yeers later the premlses were conveyed by Booth

to Charles 8. Morrlis., On February ¢, 1937,

Edgar L. Nash, hls son-in~law and attorney, executed
a contract of sale of part of the land to one Thomas
Hand of Aguwackononk whilch tract inclndes the varnish
kiln. The 1939 tax list flled by the City of Clifton
listw Charles S, Morris as owner of the premlses.

Refersnce:

Search of title in land and probate
records of Passale County by Joseph
Benenatl, HsA.B.3, abstractor
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